It Sticks In Yer Throat (cont.) 


cultures, and its Golden Arches are branded 
on urban and rural landscapes from Bangkok 
to Mexico City, bright shiny symbols of a 
country whose children throw 
away more food in a year than 
the children of some other 
nations eat. The initiative, 
which aims to raise money for 
McDonald’s charitable arm and 
a dozen UNICEF programmes, 
includes a pop concert in China 
which will be broadcast over 
the internet - access to which 
can only be obtained by buying 
a Big Mac burger! Handily 
enough, UNICEF will receive a 
cut of the profits from each Big Mac sold. 
Sensing a slight inconsistency in the alii- 
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ance, an international coalition of public- 
health professionals and activists has asked 
UNICEF to withdraw from the partnership. 

The charity, which stands to 
make millions of pounds by 
lending both its name and re¬ 
sources to the event, responded to 
the coalition by saying that, ‘The 
partnership does not mean that 
UNICEF endorses McDonald’s or 
its products.’ But if this ‘Buy a Big 
Mac and Help UNICEF’ arrange¬ 
ment isn’t an endorsement, we at 
SchNEWS wonder what is? 
Perhaps ‘Buy a Happy Meal and 
Support Global Destruction’ 
would have been a bit more appropriate. 

schNEWS 


Review-Rabbit Proof Fence 


A LONG JOURNEY HOME 

‘The Rabbit Proof Fence’ a fine film with 
script written by New Zealander Christine 
Olsen from Te Puke, where it had its recent 
New Zealand premiere. Like few other 
popular films this is about something real — 
the true story of three of the stolen genera¬ 
tion of aboriginal children who were taken 
from their parents for their own good— so the 
pious whites said. British actor Kenneth 
Branagh subtly plays the ‘protector’ of the 
aboriginals , and proves how a lot of the 
crimes of this world are done by kind people 
for stupid reasons. It’s the good safe unimagi¬ 
native people who do more to create evil than 
your actual criminals. Here racism of the 
direst kind is shown as those in power doing 
‘logical’ things to others of different culture. 
Like many a human epic this was the true 
story of a long journey home — simply told , 
beautifully scripted, soundly directed. The 
young girls were portrayed by excellent 
young actors. Branagh was not noticeably 
better in a completely convincing cast — the 


black tracker was both menacing and finally 
human, and others on their journey helped 
or betrayed the kids, so that finally only two 
got home to their mums in the desert. 

At the end I sat watching the long credits roll 
until the last frame — I needed to recover 
from an overwhelming experience from a 
great film. You should see it. 

JIM DELAHUNTY 


W((i))ndy prints your voice so speak up! 
Send articles, opinions, or questions to: 

wellington@indymedia.org 

To receive W((i))ndy Volumes (12 Issues) 
send a suggested donation of $10 (or 
more...cheques can be made out to Windy) 
W((i))ndy P.O. Box 6387 
Wellington 

Windy meets Wednesdays, 6-7:30pm, Peace 
& Environment centre (Trades Hall-3rd 
Floor), 126 Vivian St, All are welcome!! 
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Who Owns the Media? 


Bill Rosenburg, 
a writer on 
foreign invest¬ 
ment with 
CAFCA, 
recently 
documented 
the concentra¬ 
tion of owner¬ 
ship that has 
lead to 3 
billionaires 
dominating 
our news 
media: 


'l tJrjJUl Media & Democracy: 

Australia offers us a helpful 
4 explanation of why their 

t JiUCd' media ownership restric¬ 
tions are so important: ‘the 
effective functioning of a 
democracy requires a 
diverse ownership of the 
daily mass media to ensure 
that public life be reported 
in a fair and open manner.’ 
NZ eliminated media 
ownership restrictions in 
the late 1980s, In 2001 INL, W&H, & 
Canwest controlled: 
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(1) Rupert Murdoch controls 
Independent Newspapers Ltd, 
through his US-based News Corp 
Ltd empire, which publishes 
70% of total newspapers, 
magazines, and sporting publi¬ 
cations in NZ, and SKY-TV 
( 66 %). 

(2) Irishman Tony O’Reilly 
owns Wilson & Horton through 
Independent News & Media, 
with 42% of daily newspaper 
circulation, magazines, & The 
NZ Radio Network, boasting 
over 50% of the radio market. 

(3) Canadian Israel ‘Izzy’ Asper: 
sits at the helm of CanWest 
which owns TV3 & TV4, the 
MoreFM network, and 
RadioWorks, with 47% of NZ 
radio advertising revenue. 


—Over 90% of daily newspaper 
circulation 

—Over 90% of commercial radio 
stations 

—Commercial free-to-air and pay-TV 
(excluding TVNZ) 

This ownership concentration is 
detrimental to NZ democracy for a 
number of reasons, including: 

1) Direct & Indirect owner influence 
on news: these 3 media giants have 
shown themselves willing to use their 
media outlets for financial and ideo¬ 
logical self-interest e.g. 
FoxTVCensorship. More prevalent is 
self-censorship by journalists/editors 
who know that anything hostile to 
their employer’s interests is doomed. 

2) Aggressive pursuit of profits, 
leading to: slashing of news costs/ 


7 reedom Fighters’ Future Functions 

- Change of venue for W((i))ndymedia, Meetings now will be held at the 
|Peace & Environment centre,3rd floor of Trades Hall, 126 Vivain Street. 

- W((i))ndyIMC social dinner evening 13 September, get in contact with us. 
-CBC-Tonks ave 1st birthday gardening Bring edible plants, herbs, flowers 

I and native plants to put in the gardens. All invited. 










Who Owns the Media? 



personnel e.g. 

Dominion/Post 
‘merger’, reliant 
on corporate/ 
government 
sources, the 
‘dumbing-down’ 
of news, and less 
local reporting. 

3) Influence of 
advertising on 
news, and Inter¬ 
locking corporat 
directorships. 

Bill Rosenburg suggested to me that ‘We 
could replicate and improve’ on Australia’s 


media ownership laws, ‘reduce 
;the commercialisation of TV, 
[and set up publicly or commu¬ 
nity owned non-commercial 
newspapers to provide competi¬ 
tion and alternative news 
: sources to the commercial ones. 
Indymedia is an example using 
the Internet. The Internet is 
itself an increasingly powerful 
alternative source of informa¬ 
tion and news. But mainstream 
media remain important 
mainlybecause they set national social and 
political agendas.’ 

Anonymous 


Selling Te Kuri A Paoa 


On Monday 5 August a group of about 200 
protestors arrived at parliament grounds, 
Wellington. Many of them had been on the 
hikoi (march) from Young Nick’s Head, 
Gisborne, which left 11 days earlier. Many 
had covered the 600 km journey on foot. 
They arrived in Wellington on Saturday 3 
August and stayed at the Seaview marae. 

On Monday they marched from Te Papa 
Museum through the city to parliament. 
Most of the hikoi participants were from the 
Ngai Tamanuhiri iwi, who were dispossessed 
of the land around Young Nick’s Head in the 
nineteenth century. 

The protest group asked to see Michael 
Cullen, the finance minister, who was to 
decide on Friday 9 August whether to allow 
the sale of Young Nick’s Head to the US 
millionaire John Griffin. Mr Cullen was not 
available, nor the prime minister Helen 
Clark. The Speaker of the House, Jonathan 
Hunt, told the protestors they could stay in 
the grounds from 9 am to 5 pm but not 
overnight, and that they were not to erect a 
tent or any other structure. (The precedent 
was the tent embassy in parliament grounds 
after the Hikoi of Hope in 1999, which 
maintained a presence for four months 
before being broken up with arrests.) 


A haka was performed and the hikoi spokes¬ 
person Tutekawa Wyllie negotiated with 
officials inside the parliament building. The 
protestors, who had remained outside for two 
hours in the biting southerly wind, were 
then allowed into parliament for a hui in the 
Maori Affairs Select Committee room. A 
discussion was held, with media exclusion, to 
plan further protest actions. Many of those 
present were due to leave and return 

home to Gisborne that afternoon. A core of 25 
protestors came forward to maintain a 
presence at parliament for the remainder of 
the week, until Mr Cullen’s decision on 
Friday. After this hui the protestors 
dispersed, some to stay at the Seaview marae 
overnight and the rest to return home. 

On Tuesday morning a tent embassy was 
erected in parliament grounds in defiance of 
the Speaker’s warning the day before. About 
ten protestors stayed overnight on Tuesday, 
but in a show of good will they dismantled 
the tent next morning before meeting with 
the finance minister. At about 10 am on 
Wednesday morning protestors led by 
Tutekawa Wyllie met with Mr Cullen to ask 
him to stop the sale of the land and put 
forward an offer to buy the land (or the most 


Selling Te Kuri A Paoa (cont.) 


important 200 hectares) on behalf of the 
New Zealand people. 

On Friday 9 August meetings took place with 
lawyers from both sides (former Labour 
prime minister Geoffrey Palmer representing 
the New York financier). Mr Cullen allowed 
the sale to proceed, with protections for the 
cliffs, paths and some historic Maori sites. It 
was a compromise arrangement, but one 
which sets a precedent should further 
historic land come up for sale to non-New 
Zealanders. Mr Cullen said 
that his decision was made on economic 
grounds and that Ngai Tamanuhiri could 
take their land claim to the Waitangi Tribu¬ 
nal if they wished. At a hui in Gisborne held 
after Mr Cullen’s decision Ngai Tamanuhiri 
decided to reject the sale, and lodge an 
injunction if necessary to prevent its going 
ahead. A further offer from Griffin is 
awaited. Meanwhile a protest presence has 


been maintained at parliament grounds, in 
the face of the worst weather of the winter so 
far. 

As usual, and as alluded to in the previous 
article on this subject, there are opposing 
views. The sale’s opponents have been 
accused of anti-foreign and New Zealand 
nationalist sentiments and inconsistency, 
given that the land’s present owner is a New 
Zealander resident overseas. A writer to the 
New Zealand Activism website, Philip 
Ferguson, asks ‘Wouldn’t it be better to 
oppose Te Kuri being in any private hands 
and emphasise opposition to private 
ownership, rather than foreign ownership? 
New Zealand capitalists are no better than 
Australian, or Japanese, or US capitalists.’ 

It should be noted, however, that few 
countries other than New Zealand allow 
foreign ownership of land. 

Protest website and www.tekiiri.com KS 


Doha Who Ha-Ha 


The new round of the mini- 
ministerial meeting of the 
World trade organisation 
(WTO) have announced the 
date for the next round of 
trade meetings. The trade 
ministers from 25 countries 
will come out of hiding after 
last years dismal event in 



Doha, Qatar. 

The next round of meetings 
will take placeon the weekend 
of the 14th & 15th of 
September in Sydney, 
Australia. Theres bound to be 
some keen licking of lips from 
our own trade bofins at such a 
close to home party. 


It Sticks In Yer Throat 


Still think the UN has people’s best interest in 
mind? That the UN Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) really cares about the health of the 
world’s children? SchNEWS (in co-operation 
with our McDonald’s corporate 
sponsors) begs you to reconsider. Last month 
UNICEF and McDonald’s announced plans ‘to 
team up to raise money on behalf of the 
world’s children as part of a new McDonald’s 


fundraising initiative called “World Chil¬ 
dren’s Day” to be held on November 20th.’ 
How sweet - Too bad McDonald’s is a global 
leader in the marketing of junk food that 
creates 

soaring rates of childhood obesity and diabe¬ 
tes. Too bad that its type of nutritionless 
convenience crap is disrupting traditional 
ways of food preparation in families and 




















